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very hot journey through the Indian Ocean and
Red Sea. The monsoon had just broken, and
for three or four days there was a nasty swell
on. This entailed closing1 the ports, which, in
such heat, was not pleasant; but the ship was
comfortable. There was a cheery party on board,
and the whole ship's company, from the captain
downwards, was courteous and kind; so that I
think nearly everyone really enjoyed the voyage.
It seemed almost like a pleasant yachting trip.

At Suez we came up to the Jumna troopship,
which had left Bombay four days before us, but
had broken down in her engines, and consequently
lost some time patching them up at Aden. She
was full of troops invalided home from Burmah,
and these poor fellows had suffered dreadfully
from the heat, several of them having died since
they left India.

On the morning of the 9th of June we passed
close to the wreck of the Peninsular and Oriental
steamer Tasmania in the Straits of Bonifacio-